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As the starting point of the Cutter
series, ‘Cutter Usage’ explores cut-
ting tools such as scissors, knives,
and saws.

Cutter Usage




Instead of using a sharp-edged font,
the effect was achieved by increas-
ing the stroke weight of a sans-serif
typeface. This detail was applied to
chapter pages and emphasized sen-
tences in the spreads. In the folio sys-
tem, the same sharp detail was used
to suggest die-cut moments, aligning
with the cutting theme, though not
legible.

cut-ter

/kadar/

nounl

I. A person who or thing which cuts.

A blade or tool that cuts or machines
something; (also) the cutting part of a
tool or machine.

Typically with preceding
modifying word indicating the material or
object that is cut, the shape of the cut-
ting part, or the manner of cutting: see
biscuit cutter n., disc cutter n., glass-cut-
ter n. 2, milling cutter n., rotary cutter n.,
sausage-cutter n., thread-cutter n., etc.

“Sufficient flywheel-assisted spindle pow-
er should be present to maintain constant
cutting speed as the cutter takes the

cutting load.”




Cutting tools, as an essential class of devices designed
to cut, shape, and manipulate materials, have been fun-
damental to the progress of human civilization. From
the rudimentary stone implements of the Paleolithic era
to the sophisticated, high-precision machines used in
modern manufacturing, cutting tools have undergone a
remarkable transformation, advancing not only in their
design and functionality but also in their ability to influ-
ence the course of history. These tools, although simple
in their earliest forms, have always been at the heart of
human ingenuity, enabling individuals and societies to
manipulate their environment, create complex struc-
tures, and build the technologies that define the mod-
ern world.

In the earliest stages of human development,
cutting tools were no more than sharp-edged stones
and bones, which early humans used for survival, hunt-
ing, and food processing. The discovery and mastery of
these tools laid the foundation for many of the advance-
ments that would follow. Over thousands of years, as
humans transitioned from the Stone Age to the Bronze
and Iron Ages, the materials and techniques for mak-
ing tools became increasingly sophisticated. The shift
from stone to metal tools marked a key turning point in
human history, expanding the range of tasks that could
be performed and significantly improving efficiency in
agriculture, construction, and warfare.

By the time of the Industrial Revolution, the
demand for more efficient production processes and
the creation of complex machinery led to the develop-
ment of more advanced cutting tools, such as the lathe,
drill, and mill. These tools, powered by steam engines,
allowed for precision machining of metals, fostering
mass production and the creation of everything from
steam engines to the machinery of factories. In the 20th
century, with the advent of computer numerical control
(CNC) machines, cutting tools became fully automat-
ed, enabling manufacturers to produce highly complex
parts with extraordinary accuracy and speed. These
advancements played a crucial role in the rise of indus-
tries such as aerospace, automotive, electronics, and
medical devices.

Throughout the course of history, the evolution
of cutting tools has not merely been a tale of technolog-
ical advancement; it is also a story of how these tools
have directly influenced social, economic, and cultural
transformations. For example, the introduction of steel
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tools during the Iron Age facilitated the development of
agriculture by enabling more effective plowing and har-

'vesting, which in turn supported population growth and

the rise of urban civilizations. The ability to efficiently
produce weapons and tools during the Industrial Rev-
olution contributed to the rapid expansion of industrial
economies and helped to lay the groundwork for modern
capitalist societies.

1. The Stone Age: The earliest forms of cutting
The Birth of Cutting Tools tools trace their origins back
to the Stone Age, particularly
the Paleolithic period, mark-
ing a pivotal point in human
evolution. The use of tools by
early humans is believed to
have begun around 2.5 mil-
lion years ago, representing
a major leap forward in our
ancestors’ ability to manipu-
late their environment. Dur-
ing this period, early human ancestors, such as Homo
habilis, crafted basic cutting tools from readily available
natural materials like sharp-edged stones, bones, and
flint. These tools were crucial for survival, enabling early
humans to cut meat, process plant materials, construct
shelters, and hunt for food.

The first cutting tools were incredibly simple, but
remarkably effective for their intended purposes. The
principle of cutting—exerting force on one material to di-
vide or reshape it—was realized by early humans through
the use of basic, unrefined materials. The technique of
flint knapping, which involves striking a stone against an-
other to create sharp edges, was the primary method for
tool creation in this era. This technique, although prim-
itive by today’s standards, laid the foundation for more
advanced tool-making technologies in the future.
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The third chapter is a catalog of dif-
ferent cutter types, each presented

on its own page with categorized col-
umns.




JOYCE Have you ever cut a woman’s hair?

l 00:49:51 Joyce crushes the dog to her breast.
{

She pulls over a chair and sits.
JOYCE Will you cut mine?

Edward gently swivels her head, studying its shape, the bones, her facial structure, the
texture of her hair. She trembles with anticipation.

Then, he proceeds—cuts straight here, a sharp angle here, snip this end... She thrills
under the fast and dangerously close action of his blades. Her eyes flutter closed. A
small smile of bliss puckers her lips.

00:51:03 A SERIES OF QUICK SHOTS

of Edward cutting the women’s hair. He wields his hands with greater and greater flour-
ish, clearly growing vain about his skills. His actions take on the elegance of choreogra-
phy. The last woman in the chair is Peg.




